Human lung adrenergic and muscarinic cholinergic receptors in cancer and previous airways diseases.
In the present study adrenergic and muscarinic cholinergic receptors have been investigated in human lung parenchyma in cancer and previous airways diseases (chronic pneumonia, tuberculosis). It has been found that the number of muscarinic sites significantly increases in cancer and does not change both in chronic pneumonia and tuberculosis lung parenchyma in comparison with the normal tissue; the number of beta-adrenergic sites decreases in cancer, chronic pneumonia, as well as severe tuberculosis lung parenchyma. The important role of beta-adrenergic and muscarinic receptors in the formation of human lung adenocarcinoma is discussed.